Dear friends

Today it is exactly one month left to the next annual meeting of SATS in Helsinki.  The program of the meeting looks fine with many excellent invited speakers and interesting sessions. There is also plenty of room for free papers and posters. Exceptionally there is no specific award session but the winners will be selected by the members of scientific committee among the free papers presented on Friday.
  Let us not forget the social program. The get-together party will take place in the centre of the city in the Finnish National Museum and in the garden and the banquet on a small island in front of the southern port of Helsinki. So far the Scandinavian summer has not been as good as it was last year. There has been exceptional much rain with floods in Sweden and Norway. Anyway, we hope, it is getting better and the late summer will show its best in Helsinki. 
  In the first letter of this year I told you about the plans to advance the collaboration in cardiothoracic surgery between Scandinavian and Baltic countries.  As a board member of the Finnish Society for Cardiology I know how well it is working in cardiology. Every year they have a common stand in European congress. They also are changing the name of the Nordic meetings to Nordic-Baltic meetings. We should try to get at least to the same level. There have been some practical problems; it is very hard to get contact to the representatives of centres in different countries. They don’t have the national societies. So far there has been response only from Tallinn and Tartu.
  I am sorry for repeating myself but I will return once again to the problem of membership of the association. In Norway and Sweden all members of the national societies are also members of SATS. It is simple and for instance the payment of membership fees (25€) works straight forward. Additionally, the membership lists of Norway and Sweden are automatically sent to me each year. Thanks to Johan Sjögren for the latest Swedish list. I strongly recommend the Danish and Finnish national society to consider going over to the direction followed in Norway and Sweden. It would be so much easier and would strengthen our association. 

  Last year in Reykjavik there were no attendants in general assembly and it was cancelled. Really pity and I hope this year in Helsinki members of the association will come and discuss the general outlines how to develop the activities of SATS. Especially we all want to listen to the voices of younger colleagues because the future of the association belongs to them.
Let us meet in Helsinki!

July 17, 2007 in Turku
Timo Savunen

Secretary General

