Letter of secretary General 2007
Dear friends! 

 
I wish a very good ongoing year to all members of SATS. The year 2006 was successful for our society. Hopefully the year 2007 will be even better. In our annual meeting last year in Reykjavik we had more than five hundred attendants, the program was excellent and social events were superb. I want to address my warmest thanks to Bjarni Torfason and his team for a nice job they have done .We also are very glad to hear that the meeting will be again in Iceland  in five years not in ten years.  Jorma Sipponen and his organizing committee in Helsinki are waiting for us in August for the next annual meeting. The month August in Helsinki, which is surrounded by the sea, is the most beautiful time of the year. 

  
I would like to remind you about   the other annual Scandinavian meeting. It is the Geilomeeting organized annually in the beginning of February by Scandinavian Society for Research in Cardio Thoracic Surgery. The meeting is a combination of winter sports and scientific presentations. For the years the meeting has been visited by research groups mainly from Denmark, Norway and Finland but also from many other countries. We would like to encourage the groups from Sweden to join us. The atmosphere of the meeting is charming and every year you will have new ideas to take home with you.  I want to say some words for The Scandinavian Cardiovascular Journal. The chief editor Rolf Ekroth has expressed in several board meetings his concern for the future of the journal. The problems are economical. The journal has a long tradition and I personally think we should have a common Scandinavian forum to cardiothoracic surgeons and cardiologists as well to all others who work on the field of cardiovascular diseases. More subscriptions are needed. The price for the members of SATS should not be an obstacle, it is about 300 Swedish crowns or less than 35€. I will do my personal subscription immediately. I also would like to ask the heads of cardiothoracic departments in Nordic countries to consider the subscription to their departments. 

  
In my first letter in summer 2006 I spoke about the cooperation with the societies of the Baltic countries. However, they are not working very well, presumably because of the money. I will be in touch with representatives in each country and we try to have a discussion with them during the Helsinki meeting in August.

  
If anyone of you has any new ideas or questions concerning our Society, please, do not hesitate to contact me. All proposals are warmly welcome.

 
 
In Turku 19th January 2007

 

Timo Savunen

Secretary General

